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A This presentation is only an introduction to
the document.

A There is not enough time to go through the
document point by point.

A This introduction will only try to show the
beauty and the scope of the document.
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The document has five sections:

An Introduction

Chapter One: MEMORYa nd how our
memory of St. John of God helps it rediscover its
original objectives and enthusiasm.

Chapter Two: BASIC&Snd on how theyo
MERCY and HOSPITALITY are the two
strongest elements of the spirituality of the
Order.

Chapter Three: SPIRITUAL PATH and how
John of God leads us on a path to the Reign of
God.

A Conclusion
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Study of this document helps us 0 Brothers
and Co- workers 0 to further develop our
own spiritualities so that they harmonise,
and resonate, with that of St. John of
God.



How can we see a spirituality?



How can we study a spirituality?



How can we describe a spirituality?




\We can observe and know a spirit by
what it does.

Just as we can observe and know a
wind by the way that it moves the
leaves on a tree.
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But we can imagine it looking like
t hi s é.



Imagine a
spirituality as a
light wind, or
breeze ¢&é.




A breeze.can stir the autum
leaves.




Scents like that of freshly baked
bread




Scents like that of the Ocean




Scents like that of newly cut grass




Scents like that of iIncense In a
church




Scents like that of a flower




Scents like that of oranges blossoms

\



And sometimes a combination of
scents e

We humans can
detect different
scents on a breeze.

But some animals,
like the Polar Bearr,
can detect such
combinations over
long distances, and
even through ice!




We say that the breeze that is the
spirituality of the Order carries two
strong scentso the scent of
MERCY and the scent of
HOSPITALITY.




Or, another 1| mag



Different
Spiritualities



Strongest element
In different
Spiritualities
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) Respect Solidarity

Patience

3

Professionalis

Lovingkindness




Where are we now In history, as we
read this new document?

<




\Vatican |l reminded us
that we Christians are a
Pilgrim People.




The Order has a new, updated, road
map for making the journey:




INTRODUCTION

The first sectilion o
Hospitality in the Manner of St.

John of Godo reads
times 0 globalisation, localisation

and postmodernity.

It then talks about how the Order
must adapt to the changed times In
which we now live.



oThe Path of Hospital/|
of John of Godo

Introduces Iitself in two paragraphs.



In the first paragraph the
document offers two proofs
that spirit and charism of St.
John of God are authentic.




The two-proofs:

The Order believes that we can be sure

that our spirituality and charism are
authentic because:

1) of that the spirit
and charism have had, and

2) by the influence they have had on
people.



The second paragraph
of the document
reminds us that we
are living in a time of
very fast and very
sweeping change.



The document tells us that our past
ways of thinking, acting and living
are becoming outdated.



needs and problems and many old
Institutions no longer work.



IThat: has --al ways .been
experience

Pd
a .
a ’

In our
health
care
fleld we
have
always
had to
move
with the
times.



The conclusion?

If we want to be true followers of
St. John of God, it Is not enough
to recelve and preserve the charism
of hospitality from St. John of
God.

-
1
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W e have to live out that
charism In new ways,

In new cultural forms and
with new energy.




1. THE CHANGE OF
AGE



Sk gns: .0f,.-0uUTr

The document then
goes on and tries
to give a common
vision of the signs
of our particular
times.




The document says that these are:

globalisation and
localisation , and
post- modernity.




We have heard plenty about
0gl obal i sati oni




We have seen
demonstrations
against
globalisation in
our countries
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Globalisation and:-Localisation:

People today often say that
the world has become

a Global Village

made up of world - wide
networks of

A markets |,

A business,

A defense and
A politics.




olThe . Path of Hospi tal

o f St . John of

G«

tells us that, while these networks can
be bad for people,

they can also bring good to individuals
and countries In

Adevelopment,

Ascientific advances |
Aincreased health care and
Aemergency aid.




S0, the spirituality of John' of
God

Finds some po

o f | me s




The Order says that:

We want to globalise solidarity,
kindness and charity.

And we want to defend the value of
what is local and the individuality of
each person.




Post- modernity brings us to
prefer humble and partial
explanations of reality,

and the introduction of small
rather than wholesale changes.




2. THE CHURCH AND
THE ORDER IN. THIS
CONTEXT

-



Both the Church and the Order are
coming to accept pluralism and
diversity,

and to show more tolerance and
hospitality to those who are different
to us.



Post- modernity challenges us

to see our spirituality more as a way,
a path, than as a moral law or some
abstract requirement.




This brings us to talk about a
shared mission, a shared
charism, and a shared life.




. MEMORY

The first Chapter

Hospitality in the Manner of St.
John of Godo

tells us that if we remember the way
things were at the beginning of our
life as an Order

we will see more clearly our original
plan and we will regain our early
enthusiasm.



We remember
t hat e

9 . 0St . J ohi
God was a man
on the move, a
wanderer,

he went on
pilgrimages
and | ong tr «




Consequently,

the idea of being on
a journey Is
Important to our
Brotherhood.

John of God was
himself a
journeying man.
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John expected his companions to be ready to

journey also.

LisTeEn, BroTHER JoHN. LET THEM TALK,
ARE YOU SURE THIS AncerLo! Our 3008 is
JOURNEY IS A GOOD TO SAVE S0ULS AND

WE'RE GOING TO DO T,

So THE mAN oF Goon
IS AFTER A BIT OF
COMPANY iS5 HE ?
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Desire for a Call
y N

Emptiness

oThe Path of Hospl
Manner of St. John
that the life journey of John of God
went through four phases:



. One, his failures taught him the
oemptinesso of a |1 f
world and its values.

. Two, he came to desire a call from God
to His service.

. Three, he changed his way of living and
his system of values;

. Four, he identified himself, like Jesus,
with the poor and needy.



a) Empliness

Making room for Gracead the first
stage



The Order tells us that John of God was a man
who knew the experience of failure.



He was a failure as a soldier when
searching for food for his companions.
(10)




He was a failure as a soldier, when
he allowed thieves to steal things
that he was guardingd for which




Nine years later, after being in the army of
the Emperor to fight against the Turks
near Vienna, he landed in La Coruna.
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\ : N SRR ()
‘ From Corufia he went to his birthplace

hoping to see his parents from whom he
had been taken away at the age of eight.




He was very unhappy when he learned that,
INn his absence, his parents had died. (10)



John felt that he had failed his parents.
Castro says:

oJohn of God showed such great remorse an
sorrow for having been the cause of his
parents' death that his uncle began to
weep. o

(Chapter lll)

0




owever, John did not let faillure make him
bitter and dejected -




John of Godleft his birthplace after his
return visit there as an adult

t osearch of a way to serve Our Lordb..



Listening for the call of God John traveled
down the Iberian peninsula and to North
Africa until he arrived at Granada.



HAVE MERCY ON mE,
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And 1t was here that
call through Master John of Avila on the
Feast of St. Sebastian.




\‘/ c) Change

Transformed by the Word of God
the third stage



John ofGod's
vocatil on
Intense desire to
follow the naked
Jesus Christ, and
to become totally
poor for the One
who had become
poor f or



From the streets of Granada 7Two
respectable gentlemen of the city
took John to the Royal Hospital 6




Looking about at the insane patients
being punished along with him, he
made a prayer.




HIs prayer was

"May Jesus Christ eventually give me the
grace to run a hospice where the abandoned
poor and those suffering from mental
disorders might have refuge and that | may
be able to serve them as | wish." (15)




a) ldentification

Like the poor Jesus and like the
poor humanity



One of the strongest elements of the
spirituality of John of God was his
identification with the poor and needy.



The document tell s us
first steps of his new and final Path

by gathering firewood and selling
|t . 0 ( e - '




Do eoop For Love orF Goo.
ALWAYS DO GOOD.

Then he decided
to become a
beggar in order to
get what he
needed to alleviate
the sufferings and
the misery of his
LY RS suffering brothers
Tace iz ron Yl AP and sisters. (17)

YOUR PATIENTS,




When John saw
the poor "turned
away from
doorways,
frozen, ragged
and covered with
sores.

é
that he decided
to do something
about It as soon
as possibled (1 8




He contemplated "the great mercy of
Godo fMerame topersonity
mercy and seHlsacrifice (20)




He became the brother of all in Hospitaller
solidarity.



Spothe four phises of [ohrl of Geallsl =
Spiritual journey are:

A emptiness,

A calling,

A change

A identification.




In the second part of the
First Chapter, oThe Path
of Hospitality in the
Manner of St. John of
Godo deal s with e

a) Tradition: handing on the spirit of
the Founder and Father; and

b) The "topical relevance" of John of
God's charism today.




We have said that we recall to mind the
origins of our charism in order to refresh
our vision and our enthusiasm for the
Journey.




To illustrate that idea | would like
to use the following parable or story
é .
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a family that owns a successful business
making leather goods.



Today, the material for making shoes, bags,
gloves etc comes In bales to the family
leatherrgoods factory already prepared.

The materials are fairly odourles$ in fact
the processed leather looks more like
plastic than leather.



One day some members of the family
go into a room of the factory that has
been closed up for a long time.

They are looking for an empty room
that could give them some extra
space for manufacturing a new line:
belts.




The room that they go
Into Is the one that,
In the early days of
the business, their
father, now dead,
used to prepare the
leather from skins
that he purchased
from local farmers.




The air in the room still
carried the strong odours
of the | eath
that their father had done.

The odours that came to
those family members had
a profound effect on them.
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The odours that they smelled brought back to
them memories of how hard their father had
worked, but with what enthusiasm they had
helped him;

How their mother had combined caring for
them with also working in the factory.

What great hopes the family had when it was
able to increased the size of the factory.

How their father had always insisted that
qguality came before making a profit. Etc.



Memories 0 and their power!




Brother Pascual Piles says in his
[ ntroducti-on o  o07TDA~Hh
/I n - t-ne Manner of St

oEnri ched by the ttr aa

this part of the document lead’s us to a
certain conclusion.

That conclusion Is firmly anchored in the
contemporary worla,

with a mission being performed jointly by
Brothers and Ceworkers,

and a need for inculturation in the fifty
countri es I n which w



So. we can say that the spirituality
of the Orader

Is firmly anchored in the contemporary
world,

manifests itself ina mission performed
jointly by Brothers and Coeworkers

and is todayincultured in the fifty
countries in which we are present
today.



